
Holiday greetings from 

John Stewart!   

What a busy and productive 

few weeks we have had. 

Between preparing for and 

presenting our holiday con-

certs, celebrating Thanks-

giving, fun lunches, the PTN 

Holiday Shoppe, the Boom 

Troupe Assembly, and the 

staff vs. the fifth grade 

basketball game, Kaneland 

John Stewart Elementary 

School has been full of ac-

tivity and excitement.  

Throughout these special 

activities, our main focus as 

always remains on student 

learning.  We continue to 

thank the entire Stewart 

community for their hard 

work in contributing to stu-

dent growth in so many 

ways. 

In this issue of the Stew-

art Scoop, in addition to 

updates from grade levels 

and departments regarding 

their studentsõ learning ex-

periences, you will find in-

formation about some of 

our specials classes and 

various online resources 

your child can use during 

break to practice and de-

velop their reading, math, 

and science skills.  These 

websites are identified 

throughout various articles.  

Weõd like to wish a safe and 

restful holiday season to 

the entire Stewart family.  

As the year 2009 comes to 

a  close, we have an oppor-

tunity to reflect not only on 

this year but also the first 

10 years of the new millen-

nium.  We hope you are able 

to take the time to remem-

ber the joys of the past, 

celebrate the gifts of the 

present, and look forward 

with anticipation and ex-

citement to 2010 and be-

yond.   

We look forward to seeing 

you in January!  

 

Sincerely,  

Brian Graber, Principal  

Here are some sites you might want to check out with your child over the Holidays!  

 

www.starfall.com ð A favorite E.C classroom site for ABCs  

Woodlands Literacy Zone ð an amazing site with links to online interactive activities on 

words and spellings, grammar and punctuation, writing and text work, and online sto-

ries. (www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy/index.htm)  

Games Centre-(www.abc.net.au/children/games/default.htm) interactive games from 

Australia  

Animal Sounds (www.abc.net.au/children/bananas/games/animal sounds/default.htm)  

Many wonderful word activities (http://pbskids.org/lions/games)  

Whatõs in the Bag? (www.readwritethink.org/materials/in the bag/index.html)  

Whatõs different (www.dotolearn.com/games/whatsdifferent/index.htm)  

Early Childhood is Interactive! 

From the Principal  
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Dates to Remember:  

J Dec. 18-Box Tops/Tyson/

Campbell labels due 

J Dec. 21-Jan. 3 -NO 

SCHOOL, WINTER BREAK  

J Jan. 4 -School Resumes 

J Jan. 8ð Character Counts 

Trustworthiness/Wear Blue  

J Jan. 11-Board of Education 

Meeting 7:00 pm  

J Jan. 13ð Fun lunch 

J Jan. 13ð One hour early 

dismissal 

J Jan. 14ð End of 2nd Quar-

ter  

J Jan. 14ð One hour early 

dismissal 

J Jan. 14ð McDonaldõs McCare 

Night 4 -8 pm 

J Jan. 14-Mutual Ground Par-

ent Presentation 6:30 pm  

J Jan. 15ð NO SCHOOL, 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 

DAY 

J Jan. 18ð NO SCHOOL, 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 

DAY 



The Kindergartenerõs sang their way 

into the month of December with an 

excellent performance at the Holi-

day Concert.  Winter is upon us and 

last weekõs snowflakes help to usher 

in our winter schema building.  Zero 

the Hero continues to help the Kin-

dergarteners become number ex-

perts as we learn our way towards 

Day 100!  The tricky teens, 11 -19, 

are our favorite numbers in Decem-

ber. Have you met our new friend 

òBossy Ró? Ask a Kindergartener 

and they will tell you all about him.  

In library we were very excited to 

be introduced to the nonfiction 

book section and are practicing our 

skills of telling if a book is nonfic-

tion or fiction.  

Catch me, catch me if you can!  You 

canõt catch me Iõm the Gingerbread 

Man! The kindergarteners have em-

barked upon a story element study 

this month as we compare and con-

trast the various books based on 

the classical tale of the Ginger-

bread Man.  Have you read the ver-

sions The Gingerbread Cowboy, The 

Gingerbread Girl, or The Runaway 

Tortilla?  We will wrap up our Gin-

gerbread unit with a science experi-

ment to see if the Gingerbread Man 

floats or sinks.  Happy Holidays !   

have also talked about passports 

and continents of the world. Thereõs 

always an exciting adventure in sec-

ond grade! 

Frohliche Weihnachten!  

 (Froylick Vinockten)  

Merry Christmas in German  

The second graders are busy trav-

eling this month! Students òtraveló 

to other countries (classrooms) to 

learn how the December holidays 

are celebrated around the world. 

They are learning about customs 

and traditions, locations (mapping 

skills), and languages spoken in the 

countries of Germany, Poland, Swe-

den, Italy, Mexico, and Israel. We 
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read the illustrations as well as the 

words.  Many students have read 50 

books and are enjoying reading to our 

Principal, Mr. Graber.  What  a won-

derful experience!  After they read 

another 50 books, students earn a 

trophy for reading 100 books in first 

gradeð another first for our first 

graders.  We are also learning to 

count money, measure time and 

inches, and work with calculators in 

math.  Thank you to all our Stewart 

parents who have helped our students 

read, write and work on their math.  

We appreciate all of your support.  

We would like to take this time to 

wish all our families the best of the 

holiday season.  Happy Holidays!  

First grade students have been en-

joying author Jan Brett this Decem-

ber.  With books that include The 

Mitten  and The Three Snow 

Bears,the children are learning to 

First Grade  



We are continuing to practice our 
multiplication facts and place 
value by playing fun games at 
school such as Baseball Multiplica-
tion and Number Top-It.   Please 

continue to practice all multiplica-
tion facts as the final set of multi-
plication fact triangles have been 
sent home.  Here is a website to 
fun math games like Baseball Mul-

tiplication: http://
media.emgames.com/emgames/
demosite/demolevel2.html.  Have 
a wonderful winter break!  

the caterpillars be squished on take -

off?  Will they float?   What will they 

eat? Whatõs in the artificial food?  

Will they be able to make a chrysalis?  

Will the adults be able to fly?  Stu-

dents were full of questions and many 

ideas discussed.   

 

Besides observing and recording our 

caterpillarsõ development, students 

have been monitoring the progress of 

the monarchs on the ISS and the 

control group on Earth on the website 

www.monarchwatch.org (monarchs in 

space).   

Fourth graders at Stewart partici-

pated in the òMonarchs in Spaceó pro-

gram, a NASA science experiment.  

When the space shuttle Atlantis 

launched on November 16 th , it carried 

a special habitat containing monarch 

caterpillars.  An astronaut on the ISS 

(International Space Station) would 

monitor the caterpillars to see if they 

would be able to spin a chrysalis and 

successfully emerge as an adult.   

 

Our classes received caterpillars in 

the same life cycle stage as those 

that went up on the shuttle, and the 

same artificial food source.  Each 

classroom created and set up a habi-

tat for the critters.  Then the stu-

dents made a list of questions:  Will 

students from the other classes as 

well.  Itõs definitely a benefit for us 

all.  

A congratulations goes to Mr. Ar-

gabrightõs class for being this yearõs 

champions of the Pilgrim Party Trivia 

Competition that occurred in Novem-

ber.  The party was a success and we 

all had a great time competing and 

learning many interesting facts about 

Thanksgiving and our countryõs his-

tory.  

Finally, the 5th grade students versus 

staff basketball game took place last 

Friday.   The excitement and energy 

Well here we are, already in mid -

December, with the year coming to a 

close (and bad weather at a start). 

The 5th grade classes are continuing 

to move forward.  For the last few 

weeks, each class has had the oppor-

tunity to switch classrooms for sci-

ence and not only learn a new subject, 

but also experience what is like to 

have a different teacher.  This also 

provides students with some under-

standing of what is in store in regards 

to middle school and how they will be 

moving from class to class for all of 

the subjects.  In addition, the 5th 

grade team is able to get to know the 

could be felt in all of our classrooms 

leading up to the big day.  As the rest 

of the school watched the battle un-

fold, the students gave it their all.  

Unfortunately (...well I guess it de-

pends on the team you were on), they 

fell behind and were unable to get 

back in front.  However, the teachers 

were definitely proud to see the 5th 

grade class show true sportsmanship 

and heart.  Great game!  

We hope that all our students and 

their families have a wonderful and 

relaxing Holiday Break.  Weõll see you 

next year!  

Volume 1, Issue 3  

Fifth Grade  

Third Grade  

Fourth Grade  
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https://email.kaneland.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=26e04f15a5ab46d8ab4ced56e48059f2&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmedia.emgames.com%2femgames%2fdemosite%2fdemolevel2.html
https://email.kaneland.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=26e04f15a5ab46d8ab4ced56e48059f2&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmedia.emgames.com%2femgames%2fdemosite%2fdemolevel2.html
https://email.kaneland.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=26e04f15a5ab46d8ab4ced56e48059f2&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmedia.emgames.com%2femgames%2fdemosite%2fdemolevel2.html
http://www.monarchwatch.org


standing of what the author is saying.  

Schema is another strategy used in 

reading.  It is all the stuff we have in 

our brain.  We are constantly adding 

on to our schema everyday.  More so, 

all the things we have learned help us 

understand what we read.  So take 

time to do many things!  More strat-

egy scoops will follow in the coming 

months. 

An answer to parent requests!  The 

strategies that we use in Literacy are 

to activate the brain and increase the 

comprehension (understanding) of 

what is being read by students or the 

book that is being read by someone 

else.  The first strategy of the year 

is metacognition - A fancy word for 

powering up the brain and thinking 

about what the words are saying.  So 

put on your thinking hats when you 

are reading together.  Share all that 

good thinking that is coming from the 

words in the book.  The second strat-

egy students have learned thus far is 

monitoring, including monitoring the 

meanings of those words, sentences 

and paragraphs to come to an under-

Literacy Special  

Important Reminders  
Please remind your children to 

bring home all winter belongings, 

as the school will be closed over 

the winter break.  

The order form for the 2nd Se-
mester Milk Ticket  went home 

on Monday, December 14 th  with 

students who did not purchase a 

Yearly Milk Ticket .  If you pur-

chased the Yearly Milk Ticket 
you do not need to do any-

thing.  The payment for 2 nd Se-

Special Services  
Happy Holidays from the Special 

Services staff! While everyone is 

home enjoying winter break, PLEASE 

donõt forget to read with your chil-

dren!  There are several free read-

ing websites you are able to access 

from your home computer:  

*www.schoolexpress.com 

*www.starfall.com  

*www.readingrockets.org  

These websites have several  free 

activities for reading AND math!  

And take advantage of the books you 

may have purchased at the book fair 

in November.  Try to read with your 

child for 15 -20 minutes a day.  Enjoy 

your break!  

IS MY CHILD READY FOR MUSIC LESSONS?  
With the holidays right around the 

corner, parents often wish to give the 
gift of music  [and lessons] to their 

children.  Before rushing out to buy 
that piano, drum, or saxophone, think 

about the following:  

Has your son/daughter expressed an 

interest or desire to play, 
sing, or dance? 

Can your son/daughter concentrate 

on a task for 10 to 15 min-
utes without losing interest?  

Does he/she know the beginning 
ñbasicsò of reading and 

math? (Knows the alphabet  

and can identify numbers 1-
10.) 

Can he/she follow directions and ask 
questions if he/she doesnôt 

understand? 
If you can answer YES to these four 

questions, your child is ready to begin. 

You can help by:  

*Finding a compatible  teacher. 

*Being there  through the first 
squeaks, squawks, and sour notes! 

*Praising effort  and patience .  (In 

todayôs ñmicrowaveò society,  children 

need to learn that success takes 
time .) 

*Encouraging them NOT TO QUIT 
within the first three months.  

(Brass and woodwinds usually take a 
semester to be able to play simple 

tunes.  Strings and piano may take 
slightly longer.)  

Music lessons teach children that 

LONG TERM GOALS are worth the 
effort!  

 

mester Milk Ticket is due by 

Thursday, January 7 th .  The 

2nd Semester Milk Ticket does 

not go into effect until January 

19th , 2010. 

Please remember that we do 

not have dry clothes available 

for your students.   Be sure to 

have them dress appropriately 

for the weather and condi-

tions.   K-3rd grade are re-

quired to wear snow pants and 

boots.   4th and  5th  grade stu-

dents are not required to wear 

them but will not be allowed off 

of the blacktop without them.  

To keep our AM student drop -

off line moving efficiently, 

please make sure students have 

all their belongings ready to go 

before you stop so they can exit 

your vehicle with minimal delay.  



Announcing the 2009 Spelling Bee Participants!  

Congratulations to the following 30 students who competed in our school spelling bee on December 16 at 2:00 

p.m. in the gym.  Parents and grandparents were invited to watch the fun!  The top ten spellers from our school will com-

pete on January 14 at the District Spelling Bee at the High School.  The top speller from our school competes in the 

District Bee and also advances to one of the local Kane County spell -offs.  The top speller from Kane County advances to 

the Scripps National Spelling Bee in the spring!  

3rd  grade     4th  grade     5th  grade  

Anna Carlson  3AH         Jocelyn Garcia  4BI                       Jessica Nguyen 5AR  

Anna Massa  3DU        Louis Reed  4GI            Demi Graham 5PA 

Gavon Hargrove  3DU                    Ben Purcell  4RO           Joey Fahnestock  5PA  

Declan McDonald  3LI                    Evan Lekkas  4RO           Brenna Niemeyer  5PA  

Brett Wallner  3LI         Matthew Gombar  4RO           Hanna Jacobsen  5PA 

Alex Buchanon  3RE        Autumn Georgi  4ZO            Jake Hummel  5RT  

Ryan Lambert  3RE        Calvin McDonald  4ZO           Betsy Mills  5RT  

Lauren Sparber  3RE                     Audrey Peters  4ZO                       Abigail Heinicke  5TH  

Wyatt Peeler  3RE          Blake Feiza  4ZO                       Grace Dodis  5TH  

Sam Weigand  3RE         Benjamin Rissman  4ZO          Michael Cutsinger  5WI  

 

THE STAR LAB EXPERIENCE  

In November, students at Kaneland John Stewart Elementary experienced a variety of astronomy con-

cepts using Starlab, an inflatable planetarium.  Students explored  objects they see in the night sky 

(stars, planets, and the moon), and the differences between those objects.  They were also introduced 

to Earthõs rotation and revolution, and how those movements affect their view of the sky.  The size and 

scale of our solar system, including the characteristics of all eight planets, dwarf planets, and the Milky 

Way galaxy were also presented.  Students learned to identify the stars Polaris, Betelguise, and Sirius; 

the Big Dipper, and constellations including Orion, Ursa Major, Canis Major, and Cassiopeia.   Myths or 

sky stories about these constellations were also told.  Everyone had fun learning astronomy!  

 

 

ORION  Students outside the lab  


